
Ronald W. Alexander, Ph.D.  
Titles(s): Clinical Health Psychologist  
School: University of Alabama, Birmingham  
Internship: Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lackland AFB, San Antonio, TX  
Post-doctoral Fellowship: Clinical Health Psychology, Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lackland AFB, 
San Antonio, TX  
License: Kansas, 1999 – Present  
Duties: Dr. Alexander is responsible for providing a full spectrum of health psychology/behavioral 
medicine services within the medical center. He is currently involved with the Health 
Psychology/Behavioral Medicine Clinic, behavioral Sleep medicine Clinic, MOVE! Program and the 
Traumatic Brain Injury/Polytrauma screening program. Dr. Alexander is currently a VHA national 
training consultant for the Cognitive Behavioral  Therapy for Insomnia (CBT-I) training program. 
Professional Interests: Dr. Alexander’s theoretical orientation is primarily cognitive/behavioral with an 
emphasis on comprehensive biopsychosocial assessment and treatment. His special passion is in the 
behavioral assessment and treatment of sleep disorders including insomnia, breathing-disordered sleep, 
and circadian rhythm disorders. He is an avid supporter of the integration of mental health professionals 
into primary care and specialty medical clinics, with strong emphasis on the behavioral health consultant 
model of care. He has special interest in the proper referral, and comprehensive assessment and 
treatment of veterans returning from the current conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. Other clinical and 
research interventions on quality of life and the overall reduction of health care costs. He is in the 
process of obtaining ABPP certification in Clinical Health Psychology.  
Personal Interests: Travelling, soccer, music, movies, food 
  
Victoria Armstrong, Ph.D. 
Title(s):  Clinical Neuropsychologist 
School:  University of Houston 
Internship: VA Connecticut Healthcare System, West Haven, CT 
Post-doctoral Fellowship: Louis Stokes VAMC, Cleveland, OH 
License: Ohio 2012-Present 
Duties: Dr. Armstrong’s primary duty is to provide comprehensive neuropsychological assessment 
services to facilitate patient treatment planning and care.  She also educates patients and family members, 
provides consultative services to medical staff, and serves as the major preceptor and on-site clinical 
supervisor for the joint USA CCP/VA GCVHCS neuropsychology externship program.  
Professional Interests:  Traumatic Brain Injury and pursuing ABPP certification in neuropsychology.  
Personal Interests:  Dr. Armstrong’s personal interests include historic architecture and preservation 
efforts, sewing and other crafts, and spending time with friends & family. 
 
Cindy Barber, Ph.D. 
Title(s): Clinical Psychologist – Community Living Center 
School: Jackson State University, Jackson MS 
Internship: VA Sierra Nevada Health Care System, Reno NV 
Postdoctoral Fellowship: Deer Oaks: Behavioral Health Organization, Victoria TX 
License: Nevada, 2010-Present 
Duties: Dr. Barber is a psychologist for the Community Living Center (CLC) and supervisor for the 
Geropsychology rotation. As a psychologist in the CLC, she conducts individual therapy with elderly 
veterans as well as neuropsychological assessments to determine the extent of any impairments and 
capacity. She performs behavioral assessments, creates behavioral care plans, and provides training to 
staff on working with impaired veterans. Dr. Barber also works closely with and provides mental health 
services to veterans receiving hospice care.  



Professional Interests: Dr. Barber’s professional interests include geropsychology, neurocognitive 
disorders, and end of life care. 
Personal Interests: Biking, running, hiking, fishing… pretty much any outdoor activity, and getting lost 
on long motorcycle rides. 
 
Scott A. Cardin, Ph.D.  
Titles(s): Director of Postgraduate Training; JACC Outpatient Psychologist  
School: Texas A&M University  
Internship: University Houston Counseling and Psychological Service  
Post-doc: Michael E. DeBakey VAMC, Mental Illness Research, Education, and Clinical Center 
(MIRECC)  
License: Mississippi, 2008 – Present  
Duties: Director of Postgraduate Training; Interprofessional Coordinator 
Professional Interests: Dr. Cardin’s primary clinical interests include rural mental health, 
supervision/training, professional development, psychotherapy process, group therapy, mindfulness, and 
therapeutic language factors. His theoretical orientation is eclectic with an emphasis on psychodynamic 
therapy. He is the supervisor for the research rotation for the Biloxi doctoral internship program. Prior 
to joining our VA, he completed a two-year MIRECC Postdoctoral Fellowship in Advanced Psychology 
with an emphasis in research. His research efforts since joining the VA Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care 
System have revolved around rural mental health and locally significant clinical populations. Specifically, 
he is interested in examining psychotherapy utilization and implementation studies examining ways to 
improve access to care. Dr. Cardin is involved in training efforts across this facility; other than serving 
this program as the supervisor of the research rotation, he also runs his interprofessional training 
program (which trains postdoctoral psychologists, postdoctoral pharmacy residents, and postgraduate 
social work fellows) and is the Interprofessional Coordinator for the Tulane Research Psychiatry Pipeline 
Residency here at GCVHCS (which trains postgraduate psychiatry residents, years 1-4).  
Personal Interests: Dr. Cardin enjoys reading, creative writing, recreational sports (such as basketball, 
golf, and disc golf), and travel.  
 
Michael A. Carlton, Ph.D.  
Title(s): Primary Care-Mental Health Integration Lead Psychologist  
School: University of Southern Mississippi  
Internship: Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System,  
License: Alabama, 2000 – present  
Duties: Dr. Carlton is the Lead Psychologist for the Gulf Coast VA Primary Care-Mental Health 
Integration (PC-MHI) service line. He provides behavioral and mental health services in collaboration 
with primary care providers at the Mobile, Alabama VA Outpatient Clinic (MOPC). The PC-MHI 
program is embedded in primary care and supports treatment of both mental health conditions and 
behavioral  
aspects of chronic medical conditions. PC-MHI seamlessly combines evidence-based care management 
and co-located collaborative care services to reduce the numbers of Veterans being referred to specialty 
mental health programs.  
Professional Interests: Dr. Carlton's professional interests include health psychology, traumatic stress, 
and examining the use of audio-visual aids  
and bio-feedback to enhance therapeutic outcomes. His theoretical orientation is cognitive-behavioral 
and eclectic.  
Personal Interests: His personal interests are spending quality time with his family, playing guitar, 
traveling, listening to music, and fishing.  
 



Beth A. Curry, Ph.D. 
Title(s):  Clinical Psychologist – Mental Health Residential Rehabilitation Treatment Program 
(MHRRTP) 
School: University of Houston 
Internship: Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System 
License: Mississippi, 1996 – Present 
Duties: Dr. Curry is a psychologist for the MHRRTP. The MHRRTP is a residential treatment program 
that primarily serves Veterans with chronic mental illness, substance use issues and homelessness who 
need more intensive treatment than typical outpatient treatment but are not appropriate for an acute 
inpatient unit. Her duties in this role include: completing intake psychological assessment interviews, 
suicide risk assessments, and suicide safety plans; leading lecture and process group therapy; working 
with individual clients in therapy and coordinate all of their MHRRTP treatment; and participating in the 
MHRRTP interdisciplinary treatment team to coordinate Veterans’ mental health treatment. Therapy 
groups include Anger Management, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, Mood Management,  Recovery 
Action Plan Development, Study/Journaling, Special Topics and process group.  
Professional Interests:  Dr. Curry’s professional interests include chronic mental illness, women’s 
mental health, and diversity issues. Her theoretical orientation is eclectic with an emphasis on Cognitive-
Behavioral  and evidence-based practices.  
Personal Interests: Dr. Curry enjoys reading, gardening, doing small projects around the house, going 
to movies, traveling to new places, watching the Saints, trying new restaurants and dishes, spending time 
with family and friends, and indulging her six dogs and two cats who are mostly rescued animals.  
 
Dian Evans, J.D., Ph.D., M.S.C.P. 
Titles: Assistant Director of Intern Training, Neuropsychologist, Forensic Psychologist 
Psychology Schools: Fairleigh Dickinson University, Montclair State University & Fielding Graduate 
University 
Law Schools: Loyola & New York University 
Internship: Wyoming State Hospital  
Fellowship: Hackensack University Medical Center 
Licenses: New York, South Carolina, Louisiana, New Jersey 
Duties: In addition to her role in the Predoctoral Internship program, Dr. Evans’ clinical focus is on 
assessment. 
Professional Interests: Dr. Evans’ professional interests include training, supervision, 
neuropsychological assessment, forensic assessment, general assessment and psychopharmacology. 
Personal Interests: Favorite avocations include spending time with her husband and family, eating out, 
music, traveling the world, reading and writing.  She very much likes riding in hot air balloons and very 
much dislikes driving automobiles.  If she ever wins the lottery, she will buy a hot air balloon and hire a 
driver, among other things. 
 
Racha Fares, Psy.D. 
Title: Neuropsychologist 
School: Adler School of Professional Psychologist 
Internship: Erie Psychological Consortium 
Post-doctoral Fellowship: Neuropsychology and Rehabilitation Associates, Hamilton, NJ, and Dr. 
Patrick Gorman’s Neuropsychology Practice, Orlando, FL 
License: Florida, 2016 – present 
Duties: Outpatient neuropsychological consults 
Professional Interests: TBI, rehabilitation neurodevelopmental Disorders, developing Arabic 
version of often used neurocognitive measures.  



Personal Interests: Fitness and nutrition;, outdoor activities such as fishing, kayaking, biking, and 
hiking , and poetry 
 
Joanne Fordiani, Ph.D. 
Title: Clinical Psychologist, Primary Care-Mental Health Integration  (PC-MHI) 
School: Nova Southeastern University 
Internship: Henry Ford Health Sciences Center; specialty: Consultation-Liaison Psychology 
Post-doctoral Fellowship: Ruth L. Kirschstein NIH Fellow; University of Miami 
Department of Psychology/Behavioral Medicine 
Post-graduate education: MS, Clinical Psychopharmacology, Nova Southeastern University 
License: Rhode Island, 2012—present  
Duties: Dr. Fordiani is the PC-MHI psychologist. Her duties in this role include conducting brief 
evaluations and treatment with Veterans referred for mental health services via primary care (PACT) 
teams; providing assessment and brief evidence-based treatment for mild depression, mild anxiety, 
alcohol misuse, insomnia, and anger; and consultation as part of the primary care interdisciplinary team 
to assist with coordination of Veterans’ mental and physical health needs. Dr. Fordiani also serves as 
Coordinator of the Interprofessional Seminar series, is a member of the Peer Review Committee and 
Dementia Steering Committee, and is an ad-hoc reviewer for the Journal of Consulting and Clinical 
Psychology. 
Professional Interests:  Dr. Fordiani’s professional interests include psychopharmacology, RxP 
advocacy, mindfulness, and brief EBT’s. Her theoretical orientation is primarily cognitive-behavioral 
with an emphasis on third wave (ACT/mindfulness) interventions.  Her primary research area of interest 
is exploring the intersection of psychotherapy and psychopharmacology. 
Personal Interests:  Dr. Fordiani’s interests include reading sci-fi and dystopian fiction; all things Star 
Trek: The Next Generation; German sports car culture; Formula One racing; being a lay-zookeeper (she 
and her husband parent one dog, one cat, two tropical parrots, and a betta fish); and freestyle rapping, to 
include occasionally dropping the mic. 
 
Shannon K. S. Fussell, Ph.D.  
Title(s): Director of Intern Training - Biloxi; Staff Psychologist  
School: Auburn University  
Internship: The University Counseling Center – Florida State University  
Licenses: Georgia, 2009 – Present, and Mississippi, 2016 - Present 
Duties: In addition to her role in the Doctoral Internship program, Dr. Fussell’s clinical focus is on 
working with couples and families.  
Professional Interests: Dr. Fussell’s professional interests include training, supervision, developmental 
psychology, the therapeutic alliance, and working with couples and families. She enjoys using a variety of 
evidence-based practices with the relationship at the center of therapeutic interactions.  
Personal Interests: Dr. Fussell loves to try new things and almost always enjoys them.  Some of her 
interests include cooking, eating, music (listening, playing, collecting), spending time with her family, and 
being “mom” to her beloved rescue dog, Maya.  
 
Angela P. Hatcher, Ph.D.  
Title: Program Manager-Psychosocial Residential Rehabilitation Treatment Program (PRRTP)  
School: Western Michigan University  
Internship: Fulton State Hospital  
License: Alabama, 2010 – Present; Michigan, 2010 – Present  
Duties: As the Program Manager for the 72-bed PRRTP, Dr. Hatcher is responsible for overseeing all 
aspects of the program. This includes providing clinical and administrative supervision to a 
multidisciplinary staff, ensuring bed occupancy remains at maximum utilization, ensuring that all 



accreditation standards are maintained, maintaining policies and procedures, and overseeing 
programming.  
Professional Interests: Dr. Hatcher’s professional interests include substance use disorders, offender 
treatment, forensic assessments, and psychopathy. Her theoretical orientation is behavioral, with a 
cognitive-behavioral influence.  
Personal Interests: Her personal interests include spending time with her family and friends, traveling, 
spending time on the water, reading, and watching Saints and Alabama football.  
 
Jeffrey S. Lawley, Ph.D.  
Title: Psychologist and Team Lead – Mental Health Residential Rehabilitation Program (MHRRTP)  
School: University of Southern Mississippi  
Internship: Michigan State University Counseling Center  
License: Louisiana, 2010 – present  
Duties: Dr. Lawley is a generalist psychologist for the MHRRTP. The MHRRTP is a residential program 
that primarily serves Veterans who need more intensive treatment than typical outpatient work, but are 
not appropriate for a locked inpatient unit. Duties include psychological assessment interviews and 
testing, individual and group therapy, and working with the MHRRTP treatment team to coordinate 
mental health treatment. Groups include DBT skills, mindfulness/meditation, CBT, Seeking Safety, 
process groups, and a group on mental health treatment.  IF you are interested in designing a group, 
RRTP is the place for you. Prior to working at the VA, Dr. Lawley was teaching for an M.S. program in 
counseling.  
Professional Interests: Professional interests include psychological assessment, supervision, career 
development, and multicultural issues in psychology. His theoretical orientation is primarily cognitive-
behavioral, with heavy interpersonal, developmental, and narrative influences. (Constructivist, if you 
have been exposed to that). 
Personal Interests: Personal interests include computers, cars, games of all kinds, history, and football. 
A side interest in psychology is early childhood development, as he has a young son. His wife is also a 
psychologist, and they are patiently waiting for the day when their son realizes what this means.  
 
Desmond Mitchell, Ph.D. 
Title: Outpatient Mental Health Clinic Lead Psychologist 
School: University of Southern Mississippi 
Internship: Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System 
Postdoctoral Fellowship: Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System 
License: Mississippi, 2009 - present 
Duties: Dr. Mitchell is the lead psychologist for the outpatient Mental Health Clinic. He specializes in 
risk assessment and is the provider responsible for treating individuals that have been identified as being 
at a high-risk for suicidal and/or homicidal behavior. As part of his duties, Dr. Mitchell works with law 
enforcement officials and co-Chairs the Disruptive Behavior Committee and the Workplace Violence 
Task Force.  
Personal Interests: Dr. Mitchell enjoys live music, playing Frisbee golf and living in the laid back 
environment of the Gulf Coast. 
 
Stacy Parkin, Ph.D. 
Title(s): Psychologist – SARRTP Clinical Team Leader 
School: Fairleigh Dickinson University, Teaneck, NJ 2013 
Internship: Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System, 2013  
License: Mississippi – 10/2015 - present 
Duties: Dr. Parkin’s duties include: being a member of a multidisciplinary treatment team, conducting 
psychodiagnostic intake interviews, coordinating services and treatment planning, conducting treatment 



staffing and screenings, facilitating Mood Management groups, in which DBT, ACT and CBT-based 
concepts are discussed and practiced, and providing individual psychotherapy.  Dr. Parkin also teaches 
the Rorschach for the Assessment Seminar and is involved in facilitating topics for the Professional 
Development Seminar.   
Professional Interests: Dr. Parkin’s professional interests include serious and persistent mental 
illnesses, personality assessment, substance use disorders, mindfulness/meditation, treatment outcomes, 
psychodiagnostics, DBT, acceptance, personality disorders, the Rorschach and other self-report 
personality measures.  Her theoretical orientation is integrative, with psychodynamic and interpersonal 
underpinnings.   
Personal Interests: Dr. Parkin enjoys spending time with her family, including her two rescue dogs, 
Penny and Eunice, cooking and eating out, listening to live music, vacillating between loving and hating 
exercise, traveling, reading, participating in anything soccer and taking adventures.  
 
Jefferson O. Rogers, Psy.D.  
Title(s): Clinical Psychologist 
School: Florida Institute of Technology  
Internship: Washington, DC VAMC  
Postdoctoral Fellowship: Geropsychology, Little Rock VAMC  
License: Mississippi, 1995 – Present  
Duties: Dr. Rogers supervises students on the Home Based Primary Care (HBPC) and Blind Rehab 
Center (BRC) rotations and lectures on evaluating decisional capacity. Clinical duties include providing 
psychological services to Veterans enrolled in HBPC and admitted to the BRC, as well as conducting the 
Biloxi Quit Tobacco clinic. He is a supervisor for the GCVHCS Postdoctoral Program and has served as 
Interim Director of Training.  Dr. Rogers was the GCVHCS’s Ethics Consultation Coordinator for 18 
years and was the 2013 recipient of the William A. Nelson Award for Excellence in Health Care 
Ethics.  He enjoys incorporating a focus on health care ethics into clinical supervision.  
Professional Interests: Dr. Rogers’ professional interests include geropsychology, neuropsychology, 
assessment of decisional capacity, tobacco cessation, end-of-life care, and health care ethics consultation. 
His theoretical orientation is eclectic/pragmatic with a cognitive-behavioral emphasis.  
Personal Interests: Avocations include regularly performing music at events and haunts across the 
Coast, cooking, dining, sartorial matters, projects around the house, travelling the world, and indulging 
his pets, granddaughter, & wife.  
 
Kimberly Tartt-Godbolt, PsyD.  
Title: Interim Lead Psychologist; Deputy Program Manager, Behavioral health MOPC; Supervisory 
Telemental Health Psychologist; Practicum Coordinator, MOPC; Evidence based psychotherapy 
coordinator  
School: Georgia School of Professional Psychology  
Internship: The Guidance Center Murfreesboro  
Postdoctoral Fellowship- Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 2008  
License: Tennessee, 2008 – 2014; Alabama 2014-Present 
Duties: Dr. Tartt-Godbolt serves as the Evidence based psychotherapy coordinator for the Gulf Coast 
facility. In this role, she is responsible for ensuring appropriate training and delivery of evidence 
treatments to our Veterans.  In addition to her administrative roles as Interim Lead Psychologist and 
Deputy Program Manager MOPC, Dr. Tartt-Godbolt’s clinical focus lies in the Telemental Health 
Program. Her duties in this role include: providing leadership, guidance and consultation for Telemental 
Health Staff and Telemental Health issues for the CBOCs in Mobile, AL; Pensacola, FL; Panama City, 
FL: and Eglin Air Force Base; as well as the main medical center located in Biloxi, MS. Her role also 
includes providing "Video Telecommunications (V-Tel) Psychology", using evidence-based therapies 



particularly to support the treatment of PTSD. She also supervises interns on the telemental health 
rotation.  
Professional Interests: Dr. Tartt-Godbolt’s professional interests include program development, 
mental health administration, measurement based care, trauma, diversity issues, and training. Dr. Tartt-
Godbolt served and the diversity chair for the executive board of the Tennessee Psychological 
Association. Research interests include technology and mental health. Her theoretical orientation is 
primarily cognitive-behavioral. She also has an interest in mental health outreach. She is a member of the 
Mobile Medical Reserve Corps and the Association of VA psychology Leaders.  
Personal Interests: Her personal interests include spending time with her family, crocheting, 
photography, and playing the piano. She is enjoying rediscovering her hometown after being away for 16 
years and getting spend more time with her extended family as well.  
 
Cristal E. Weeks, Ph.D.  
Title: Clinical Psychologist  
School: University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI  
Internship: Southwest Consortium Predoctoral Psychology Internship, Albuquerque, NM 
Postdoctoral Fellowship:  GCVHCS Rural Mental Health Fellowship, Biloxi, MS 
License: Alabama, 2014 - present  
Duties: Dr. Weeks provides assessment and treatment services in the general outpatient clinic of the 
Mobile Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC).  Dr. Weeks has spearheaded the development of 
the Substance Treatment with Recovery Orientation for New Growth (STRONG) and PTSD Recovery 
In Development of Excellence (PRIDE) outpatient programs at the Mobile outpatient clinic, and 
provides psychodiagnostic assessment as well as individual, group, and couples therapy services for 
Veterans with Substance, PTSD, and relationship issues.  Dr. Weeks also leads the Women’s Skills 
Group in Mobile, which is a women’s-only group utilizing DBT skills modules.   
Professional Interests:  In terms of theoretical orientation Dr. Weeks describes herself as a “radical 
behaviorist” and is drawn primarily to third wave (e.g., FAP, ACT, DBT) and Evidence-Based 
Treatments which she implements with an eclectic therapeutic style emphasizing awareness and 
utilization of clinically relevant behavior as it occurs in-session to augment EBP content.  Dr. Weeks has 
also been involved in research projects at GCVHCS and is interested in utilizing Measurement Based 
Care as a part of program evaluation and development, both in practice and as potential avenues for 
research.   
Personal Interests: Dr. Weeks enjoys reading comic books (especially DC and Independent titles), 
going to comic conventions, taking sewing classes, kickboxing, belly dancing, yoga, and taking 
naps.  Well…mostly taking naps, but the other things do happen from time to time.  She digs movies 
that include superheroes, car chases, shoot-outs, and explosions.  She also lives in Fairhope, which is one 
of the loveliest parts of Alabama and you should totally check out while you’re in this neck of the woods, 
where she enjoys Art Walk in downtown Fairhope on the first Friday of the month, as well as other fun 
local events, and going for hikes or bike rides when it’s not raining.   


